"We have lately," says the Times of July 23rd, "been breakfasting full of horrors. On a glance at our columns, one might think that every possible atrocity had been committed or charged within these few weeks. If all is not true, it only follows that the imagination is quicker than the hand. It is of no use to conceal that human nature has a positive appetite for the horrible, so we will address ourselves at once to this universal infirmity. What The witness, Mary Shepherd, who saw the prisoner enter her house with the child, said she had known her for thirty years, and had always found her to be excessively fond of her children, and particularly of the one whose death was now in question, and that when she took the child in her arms she kissed her again and again, and then went into the house. She also said the prisoner was subject to epileptic fits, and she always considered her to be a person of very strange and eccentric habits. At the close of this witness's evidence, His Lordship asked the learned counsel for the prosecution whether, after this evidence (which appeared to be bondfide as to steps taken by the prisoner'3 family before the deceased had been shot, and therefore not open to suspicion, to have him taken care of, because of his reason being disordered), a conviction could be expected.
The Counsel said, if that was his Lordship's impression, he would gladly leave the case in his hands.
His Lordship then asked the jury their opinion. The foreman said they were unanimously of opinion that the prisoner was Not Guilty, on the ground of insanity.
The prisoner was then told that he would be confined during her Majesty's pleasure, and was removed from the dock. Webster, went to the house and found the bodies of all three children in a brick cistern, with two feet of water in it, that of Lucy being lowest. Nothing unusual had been noticed in the prisoner that morning, but it appeared that she had been confined in the previous December, and bad since been very ill. Her weakness both of mind and body attracted the attention of her friends and neighbours, and by their advice she was visited by Dr. Pritchard, of Retford, who found her suffering from lowness of spirits, lost of appetite, sleeplessness, and pain in the head. He was satisfied that she was of unsound mind. Several of the witnesses for the prosecution had remarked that she was oppressed by a religious despondency and absence of mind, so that she appeared unconscious of what she was doing. She had at times a wild look, and wished that her boy was in Heaven, as he would be better done for there than she could do for him, and she should be sorry for him to grow up a fighter or a drunkard.
Murder (Child-
The learned Judge, addressing the jury after the evidence of Dr. Pritchard, said he did not think they could desire the case to proceed further. They must be satisfied that the prisoner was not in a sound state of mind when she did the act which was charged as murder, and believed that she was acting under a command of God higher than the law.
The jury immediately returned a verdict of Not Guilty.
Lack of space prevents us recording four remarkable, we might say, anomalous, cases of murder, occurring or reported in the judicial proceedings of the quarter; but we shall return to this subject and to the consideration of these cases in a subsequent number.
The following cases are worthy of being noted, as appearing in the police reports, the civil courts, and the daily press of the past three months, and further exemplifying the ills apt to arise from neglected or unrecognised lunacy. 
